Chapter 10
Driving in Rural Areas

10.1 Characteristics of Rural Traffic

Vocabulary


Line of sight


Path of Travel

Rural Roads

  
Wide open __________________


_____________ traffic


_________% of _________ miles of roadway in the U.S. are rural                                                       


Roads

Misconception: _________________ won’t occur due to there being 



     ________________ traffic

Facts about Rural Roads


*twice as many _______________occur with highway driving as compared to urban driving


WHY???



Speed 



Lack of quick __________________ attention



More ________________ _________________ from collisions

SPEED


Determining a ________ driving speed is critical for _________ rural driving

SPEED AFFECTS: 


_______________ of sight


Stopping __________________


___________________ control


Amount of ____________________/_________________ from a 


Collision
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Safe speeds  /  Posted speeds


Safe speeds – ______________ speeds that are safe for the “less than ideal conditions


Posted speeds - _______________ speeds under “______________ conditions”

FACTORS THAT AFFECT “SAFE SPEED” SELECTION

· ________________ highway users

· Weather _____________________

· Hills

· ___________________

· Intersections

· Very ________________ roads

· Very narrow ________________ lanes

BASIC SPEED LAW

DRIVE NO FASTER THAN ____________________ALLOW

Traffic Controls

· _______________

· ________________

· _______________________ markings

· ____________________ early and ____________ their meaning to ________________ a problem

Gives Advanced warning of….
· _________________ you cant see yet

· Major _______________________ ahead

· ______________________ or _________________ conditions ahead

· Changes in _______________ ____________ - reduced lane/space
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Roadside Hazards

· _________, narrow, or _____________ shoulders of the road

· Bridges

· _____________________

· Trees

· _________________ / ____________________

· __________ posts

· Steep ___________________ or drifted snow

· _______________________ to homes or ___________________

· Piles of _____________________ snow

10.2 Using Basic Skills in Rural Areas

Vocabulary


Advisory speed sign


Median


Orderly visual search patter

Using the IPDE Process


I – identify __________________ hazards farther _____________


P - ________________ make predictions earlier


D -  make decisions _______________ the situation becomes 


       _____________________


E - ___________________ a car is _________ ________________ to 


     Control at ________________ speeds
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Orderly Visual Search Pattern
· Look _____________ to ______________ area range

· Evaluate ________________________, and right front zones ______________ ahead.  Search ahead for _____________ in your path of travel

· Glance in ________________________ mirror to check _________ zones

· Evaluate the _____________ range before entering that space

· Look ahead 12-15 sec. to ____________________ that ________________ zone

· Check the __________________ range again

· Glance in ________________ ________________ again

· Check the _____________________ and other gauges

· **repeat this pattern continually
· Left and right ___________________ checks should only last a moment- but thoroughly 

Driving on 2-lane roads

Items you will be dealing with…

· Curves -  ______________________ occur because ___________ is too great

· Warning signs – give you notice ______________ of potential _________________ ahead – sign will appear between __________________________ before the hazard
· Advisory speed sign – often accompanies the _______________ sign to inform you the ____________ for  that ____________________ curve  (sign is Yellow and Black)
Steps to deal with Curves

1. see the curve in your _____________ zone

2. check ____________ zone

3. check _____________________zone - ______________ traffic

4. check right – front zone - ___________ or _______________ ?

5. stay in lane position ___________
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6. sharp curve – slow down _________________ entering curve (advisory speed sign)

7. When ________________ to curve – check ______________ curve, and your ____________ _____ _________________

8. When beyond ________________ of curve – begin to accelerate ( speed limit or ____________ for condition
Dealing with Hills

· restricted line of sight (______________ distance)

· watch for __________________ traffic

· look for an _________________ path, to the right

· narrow road go to lane position ______________

Intersections

Concerns at rural intersections


*the types of rural ______________________ can vary


*____________ _____________ can also create _________________


*treat __________________ as _________________________


*visibility problems at _______________________

Following Traffic
· maintain a safe following distance

· ideal ________________________ - 3 sec. distance

· less than ideal ______________________, more than 3 sec. (depends upon how bad the conditions are)

Driving on Multi-lane roads
· Looks like an interstate, and may have ___________ on/off ramps.  But traffic _________________ and _____________ at intersection

· high _______________

· Median – is what _____________________ lanes of traffic traveling in ____________________ ________________ on a multi-lane highway

Examples:  guardrails, ___________________ barriers, an area





6
                             of ground - _________________ _________________
Lane choice on multi-lane roads


Right lane is _____________________________________________


Left lane is _______________________________

Exiting or Turning at Intersections on Multi-lane roads
· Left turn should be done from the ________ __________ lane or from a ___________ ___________ ______________

· Right turn should be done from the _______ ____________ lane or from a _____________ __________ __________
· Watch ___________ ___________ for approaching traffic
Entering a multi-lane 

· right turn – enter the ___________ or nearest lane traveling to the right

· left turn 
· need a ___________ gap in ____________________
· _____________ you must cross your side of the road to get to the _________________ of traveling to the left
· Turn into the first or ____________________ lane going to the left
Speeds are generally __________________ than those on the ______ lane highway   ex. 65mph
10.3 Passing and Being Passed on Rural Roads

Vocabulary 


Zone

Passing


3 stages process



1.  deciding to _______________



2.  ___________________ to pass



3.  execute the ____________________







7

Deciding to Pass

· is it _______________ to pass?

· is it _______________ to pass?
· is it _______________ it to pass?
Preparing to pass

· is the ___________ zone closing?

· Check roadway ____________ - legal to pass?
· Check _____________ area – may need to move to lane ________________ ________ for better vision – safe to pass?
· Check _____________ conditions
· Check __________________ and sides ahead
· Check ______________ - any rear zone ___________________
· Check over ________ _________________ - blind spot check
· Check ____________________ traffic – if any doubt, do not pass
· Are you going to __________ or __________ ____________ soon? – Is it worth it to pass?
· Check _____________________ and side roads ____________ - any new traffic ___________________ onto the roadway to close _____________________________ zone
Executing a Pass - on a 2 lane road
1. ready position - ________sec. following distance

2. when ____________ to pass – signal, ____________ mirrors, check _____________ spots to the __________________

3. change lanes __________________________

4. accelerate to at least __________mph faster than the car you’re ______________ ( Watch _____________ ____________)

5. make final _____________________________ to pass – if clear continue passing

6. maintain __________________ speed – pass until you can see the ___________________________________ of the car you’re passing

7. signal right, _______________ ______________, check _________ ___________

8. Return _____________________ to your original lane
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No Passing Situations

· ________________________ line of sight

· Space ___________________________

· _______________ zone closed

· Cross _____________________ present

· Going _________________________

· ________________________ (100ft. rule)

· Railroad _____________________ (100ft. rule)

· ______________ bridges or underpasses

· Curves

· Vehicle _______________ is _______ or ______ speed limit

· ____________ _________________ cuts down on line of sight

· __________________ cars ahead

· ______________ complete passing procedure ______________  “no passing” zone

· ______________________ traffic too close

· When you will be ______________ or ________________ soon

Being Passed


It is ____________________ to speed up when being _____________


Major Responsibility:  KNOW YOU’RE _____________________  

Check ________________ often


Move to lane position ______________

Driver having difficulty passing

· only __________ __________ or ____________ _______ when the driver passing makes _______________ move

· if they __________ ____________ quickly – you ________

up to open up the _____________ _____________

· if they speed up quickly – you ___________ down to open up the _____________ _____________
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10.4 Rural Situations your might Encounter

Vocabulary


Slow moving vehicle


Line of sight restriction


Zone

Slow moving vehicles


A vehicle that’s ____________________ to travel at _____________


speeds


Identify - ____ _____________ _____ _____________________

Orange/red ____________________ on the __________ of vehicle


You will ______________ vehicle _____________________


Stay __________ ________________ behind so you can see 


______________________ __________________

Animals

· ________________ the unexpected

· __________________ ________________ and can move into your____________ of travel

· Hitting _____________ _____________ can cause ____________ damage, _________________ injury, and even _______________

· On __________________ surface roads, or slick __________ surfaces trying to _____________ can create a ________________ situation than _______________ the animal

· Animal __________________ signs -  ex. Deer crossing

· ______________________ your ___________ _____________
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· check rear zone – if you need to __________ down quickly, what’s _________________ you?

· Check __________ front zone – looking for an ______________ path, if needed

Meeting Oncoming Traffic

Separate hazards - ____________ meet 2 __________________ at the same time

Meet traffic where the ____________ ____________ is available

When _______________ a line of cars ________ ___________ and move to lane _________________ 3, to be ___________ better

Meeting slow moving traffic

Check for ___________________ behind the ____________ moving vehicle that may try to _____________ it.

Check ____________ front zone for __________________ _____________ if needed, and move to lane position _______ to be better _____________ by the vehicles _________________ the slow moving _________________

Railroad Crossings  

· Not all _______________ crossings have ____________ control devices

· In the rural areas __________ for the ____________________ warning signs as well as the ______________________ sign at the crossing

· SLOW DOWN, ________________, AND LISTEN FOR TRAINS IN THE RURAL AREA THAT ___________ HAVE ACTIVE ______________________ DEVICES

· ___________________ cross unless you’re _______________________ sure it is clear to do so
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10.5 Special Driving Environments

Vocabulary


Pull-out areas


Runaway vehicle ramps


Switchback

Mountain Driving

· Gravity

· Will ____________ you down going ___________ and speed you _________ when going ________________

· to help you ___________________ your speed when driving in the 

mountains ________________________ are used.

· driving up a mountain

· maintain steady ______________

· if slope is steep - _______________________ manual to lower gear,  auto. transmissions will shift itself

· ____________________ slopes – you will have to ________________ the auto. transmission to low 1 or 2

Mountain Curves

When you ___________ see around the curve

· reduce ______________

· ____________ to lane position _______

· And ___________ your horn

Driving too __________ is a leading cause of ___________________ in the mountains
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Driving down a mountain

· _____________________________ before you start traveling _________________________, regardless of the type of ______________________ to help control _______________

· _____________ “ride the brakes” – can cause the brakes to __________________and create “brake fade”, which means the  brakes ____________ ___________________

· Some mountain roads have _______________________ ________________________ __________________ to help stop _________________ out of control on ___________________ runs

Mountain driving


Weather in the mountain



Can change _____________________________



Can be a _________________________ change



Tune to ____________________ channels that provide 



   travelers with weather ___________________ and road



   conditions

Altitude affects on Driver
· causes ______________________________ of breath
· _______________________ heartbeat

· Headaches

· Drowsiness

· ______________________ concentration

Affects of altitude on vehicles

· __________________ power is reduced

· Acceleration can be ____________________________

· Possible ___________________________ of engine

· Vapor Lock can occur – when the ___________ gets too warm
And turns from a ______________to a ___________ and plugs

the fuel line.  Allow car to ___________ off then try to restart
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Desert Driving

· to help reduce the effects of desert driving on the driver
· wear ______________ ____________________

· ____________ more frequent _______________

· Change drivers ______________________

· Carry plenty of _____________ _________________

· For  you and car

· to help reduce the effects of desert driving on the vehicle
· ________________ vehicle service

· ______________ fluid check ______________

· ____________________ fluid checked at every fuel stop  (don’t agree)*

· ____________ pressure checked ______________ you drive

*______________ remove a radiator cap when _____________ is hot, let it _____________ ________ first

Dust Storms


Avoid driving in them - _________ ___________ and turn on _________________ lights


If you drive – go ____________ and use _________ ___________ headlights


Change oil, ________ _____________, air filter, fuel ____________ to prevent dust particles from __________________ __________________

Flash Floods

A sudden _________________________ rush of water from a heavy rain

Dangerous in deserts because the ______________ washes away easily

Stay out of _______ _____________ such as creeks and ________________ ____________________ areas.

