Chapter 9
Urban (city) Driving

9.1 Adjusting to Urban Traffic

Vocabulary


Closed zone


Identify


Predict


Decide


Execute


Line of sight restriction

Major problems with Urban Driving

· traffic is more ______________ in urban areas, there is more __________________ ________________ per mile

· Urban traffic is _____________ to you than in rural areas

IPDE changes in urban driving

IDENTIFY – be more ________________________ visually. Continually check _______ __________________

PREDICT – possible points of _________________quickly to gain valuable _________________ time
DECIEDE – always be ready to, communicate or ____________ your vehicle ___________________ with speed changes or using distance spacing

EXECUTE – be ______________ to use the _________________ to make smooth ________-____________ maneuvers in traffic
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Looking Ahead in Traffic


Look ahead at least ______________ ____________ or more in city     


Traffic

What types of thing are we Looking for ?


_____________ lights


_____________ signals


Pedestrians / __________________


Traffic _________________ and _____________


_____________________ of all kinds

9.2 Following and Meeting Traffic
Vocabulary



Tailgate

Following Traffic
· maintain ___________ following distance

Advantages:

· allows your so __________ farther down the __________

·  others can see ___________ better

· Allows more time to use the IPDE process

· You are in a better ________________ to avoid the _______ ______________, if it _______________ suddenly

How to create the Proper Following Distance

(3 second following distance)
* Pick a _______________ check point _____________ (mailbox, side road, etc)

* When the__________ of the car ____________ passes the check point  start ____________ 1000-1, 1000-2, 1000-3

* If you have ______ _______ reached the check point at the finish of your ____________ , your are a ___________ distance ______________

**Works at any speed, under ideal conditions only !
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Need for more than 3 sec. following distance     

*_______________________ conditions

*Hauling __________________ loads

*________________ driver

*Traveling __________________

*________________ traction

*Driver ahead seems _________________

*Line of sight _____________________

*_________________________ a motorcycle

Be Prepared for…


Sudden stop areas…such as

Intersection where _________________ might have to stop for __________________ or _____________________

Lanes ____________ to __________________ cars

Parking ____________ / parking lot ________________ and ____________________________

________________ zones / school______________________

Business driveways with ________-_______________ traffic

Looking away from traffic safely

· only if you must

· make ____________ the zone ___________ is stable and open

· lower speed ___________ when you may have a line of ______________ restriction

· take several _________________, instead of one long __________________

· have a passenger ____________ for you

Managing Tailgaters

1.  ______________________ your following distance to a least _____________
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2. Move to the _______________ side of your ________________

3. Signal _____________, lane changes, and __________ ___________

4. ________________ brakes (flashes brake lights to ___________ of stops or if ___________________ _______________

5. Extreme conditions – change _____________ or pull out of ______________ to ________________ tailgater
Oncoming Traffic Crossing Center Line


Requires the need for ___________________ reaction

· ___________ down / ___________ if necessary

· Turn on or _____________ headlights

· Honk __________________

· Maneuver to the _______________, if right _________zone is open
Reasons traffic might cross into your lane

· Driver _________________________

· ___________ judgment

· Poor _______________________

· Reduce ____________________

· Sudden move by ___________________

· ______________ of traction

· ___________________ failure

· Turning ____________ or ________________

· Double -_________________ vehicles
9.3 Managing Space in Urban Traffic

Vocabulary


Cover the brake
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Overtake


Ride the Brake


Stale Green Light

Point-of-no-return

Looking ahead while Staying Back


Maintain at least a ___________ following _______________ or more so you can have good _____________________ _________________


By having ______________ ___________________ you can check traffic _________________ and adjust to any needs you might have, due to _________________ problems that might appear

Approaching Traffic Signals

· check traffic at _______________ _______ block or more ahead

· check traffic light sequence


red -


yellow -


green
-
Yellow light are approx. ______ sec. in length


**it is ____________________ to speed up to beat a light

Yellow Light – a point of no return


 A point where you can no ______________ stop safely w/o entering the ___________________...go through on the yellow light
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Covering the Brake

Taking foot off of _______________________ and ______________ it over the brake __________________

WHY ?

To be ready to use the ________________ when a traffic _________________________ may cause the need for a ______________ stop

Riding the Brake

DON”T


Riding the brake -  foot __________________ on the brake pedal as you are driving

Problems created

· false information to the cars __________________, they think you are ____________________ or ________________________

why?- 

· wear out ______________________ prematurely 

City driving lane selection

Depends upon ___________________ traveling

Left lane – for _________________ or through traffic, usually ___________ moving traffic, can be held up by _________ _________ __________________
Center lane – for ________________________ traffic

Right lane – for ___________________ turns or through ____________, may be slowed down by ______________ turning traffic
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Lane Positioning
Vehicle position techniques for multi-lane city traffic

· increase _____________ following distance to _________ or more in heave traffic

· adjust your ____________ and _________ position to stay ______ of other traffic’s ___________ _______________

· move to another _____________ if your _________ zone closes

City driving speed selection

· posted speed ___________________

· traffic flow (not over limit), heavy ______________

· ______________ speed and position ahead of time, helps avoid getting blocked by others
                   _______________ _______________ ______________

Changing Lanes

· check _____________  lanes – the lane you’re ______, and the lane you’re going to

· ______________ move early

· Check ______________ spot – which direction??

· _________________ lane change – don’t disrupt traffic flow

· _____________ signal and ____________ speed to new lane

Overtaking and Passing in the Urban area
· pass only where legal

LAW – cannot pass within ____________ feet of an intersection

Passing procedure

· signal

· be sure you can _________ ahead clearly, begin from a _______ following distance

· check ________________
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· check ____________ ____________ -- How?  Where?

· check traffic once more – any ____________, don’t__________

· pass

· signal to _______________ to original lane

· ______________ only when you can see the whole__________ of the car you’ve just passed in your ______________ rearview mirror

· ______________ signal, ______________ speed

Special Traffic Lanes

** to help with heavy traffic loads in big cities

· special _________ lanes

· carpool lanes – lanes for cars with _______ or more people in the vehicle

to help _________________________ people to share rides, or ride a _________, therefore having _________ vehicles on the road

9.4 Special urban situations

Vocabulary


Uncontrolled intersections

Driving on 2 way streets

Most city streets are ____________ way streets


Follow any controls ______________ at ____________________


No _____________ - treat as if a “______________” sign is present


There _____________ be parking on most city street, be prepared

Clues to help identify 1-way streets

· one way _____________

· moving traffic all _______________ in the same direction

· ______________ cars a _____________ the same way
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· ______________ line on street is ______________ ____________ line

Entering and Exiting One-way streets


Enter – get into the _________ lane in your _______________


Exiting – Turn _________ from the farthest ________ lane or from a 

                          left turn lane



     Turn __________ from the far __________ lane or from a 


                right turn lane
One-way street lane choice


Avoid lanes __________ to _______________ cars


    Could pull out in front of you


    Could open a car door in front of you


Choose a lane that gives you the _________ path of ____________


   with few __________________ conflicts

Wrong way driver on a one-way


Deal with it….How?

· slow ___________, stop if _____________________

· steer and move to lane __________________ _______

· ________________ horn

· __________________ lights
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Clues to parked cars moving into traffic

                                                                        What you do…


Look inside – driver?


Cover __________


Look for….




Tap ____________


- exhaust




_____________ to stop


- _____________ lights


prepare to _________________

          - __________ signals


- back-up _____________

Unexpected Situation of Crowded Streets


Maintain orderly visual search pattern – in order to _________ ____________ of all potential __________________


Cover the brake to _________________ safe path of travel when 

traffic gets ______ close


Be prepared for ______________________ in the streets


What when driving close to _______________ _______________

Other city driving problems

· Detours - _______________ signs, ____________ traffic personal

· __________________ lanes – slow down, ____________, possible need of lane __________________

· Narrow streets - ____________, move to right edge of street

· __________________ visibility- be __________________ for anything _______________________

· Pedestrians – walk ____________________ cars, also _______ walkers

· Parked cars – they may _______________ or _____________ door into traffic
